A catalyst-free, one-pot three-component aminomethylation of α-substituted nitroacetates: theoretical and experimental studies into the rate-accelerating effects of the solvent methanol.
3, 2, 1 go! An unprecedented one-pot, catalyst-free, three-component aminomethylation of α-substituted nitroacetates, formalin, and amines has been reported, thereby enabling the highly efficient synthesis of α,β-diamino acid precursors with great structural diversity.